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the purport of Lothair. But Longmans, his publishers, circulated, presumably with his consent, as an advertisement of the new edition, a letter which Professor John Stuart Blackie had addressed to the Scotsman on the significance of the work. It was undoubtedly, Blackie maintained, ' what the Germans call a tendenz-roman/ showing how certain intellectual agencies, prominent in the world at the time, act upon a hero of the Wilhelm Meister type, and how the illusions of Romanism may be dispelled in favour of rational liberty and rational piety. Count Vitzthum, Disraeli's old friend in the diplomatic world, also noted the resemblance to Wilhelm Meister, both novels treating of ' the development of a human being by the working of life and experience.' But he thought Goethe's hero looked ( pale, narrow-minded, little, a poor bourgeois,' by the side of Lothair, ' a real prince, a citizen of the world.' Vitzthum also selected for praise the facility of giving the formulas of all the philosophical schools of the age so that a child might understand them. But perhaps the appreciation of James Clay, a friend from the days of the Mediterranean wanderings, pleased Disraeli most: ' You are a wonderful fellow to have retained the freshness and buoyancy of twenty-five.'
Seldom has a book been anticipated with such interest or produced such a sensation on its first appearance. There was no occasion for Longman to employ the puffing tactics by which Colburn in Disraeli's youthful days had heralded the publication of Vivian Grey. A novel by an ex-Premier, and an ex-Premier of so strange and fascinating a type, was enough in itself to set the town, if not the world, agog. ' There is immense and most malevolent curiosity about Disraeli's novel,' wrote Houghton. ' His wisest friends think that it must be a mistake, and his enemies hope that it will be his ruin.' The book was actually published, in three volumes, on Monday, May 2. But the advance demand had already kept Longman's printers busy. On April 22, he told Disraeli that the subscription list would be about earlier romances, declined to give any hint abouti he,.espoused. The maina republican  and  secularist book  of  poems,   a  parody  of  the National Anthem.
